The former ratio is doubtless much too small. The latter ratio has apparently increased by three during the Fasli under review, but is still considerably below the English rate. The variance of the rates in different districts also points to inaccuracy in the returns. Taking these facts into consideration, the Government are inclined to attribute a considerable share of increase in deaths appearing in the returns rather to the introduction of greater accuracy in preparing them and procuring the necessary details, than to a higher rate of mortality. It is abundantly evident that the statistics of births and deaths in this presidency are altogether illusory, and can form no substantial basis on which any conclusions of a social or sanitary character can be framed.^?The Englishman.
